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Govt allows domestic flights to
operate at full capacity from Oct 18
Domestic airlines now can operate passenger flights without capacity
restrictions, the Civil Aviation Ministry said on October 12. The new order
comes into effect from October 18.
However, the ministry said, “The airlines/airport operators shall, however,
ensure that the guidelines to contain the spread of COVID are strictly
adhered to and COVID appropriate behaviour is strictly enforced by them
during travel.” The ministry said capacity restrictions had been removed
after a review of
the demand for
air travel. On
October 9, airlines
operated
2,340
flights, or 71.5
per cent of their
combined
preCOVID capacity.
Earlier this month credit ratings agency ICRA said domestic air passenger
traffic increased by two to three pre cent between August and September up from 67 lakh to 69 lakh.
In September the government had increased capacity restrictions from 72.5
per cent to 85 per cent.
The government resumed domestic flight operations in May last year after
a two-month break. Airlines were initially allowed to operate a maximum
of 33 per cent of all pre-Covid routes. That cap was gradually increased to
80 per cent by December last year.
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Tata Sons wins Air India
bid for INR 18,000 crore
Tata Sons has won the bid to
acquire national carrier Air India .
The salt-to-software conglomerate
placed a winning bid of INR
18,000 crore re-acquire the airline

more than half a century after it
ceded control to the government.
Apart from 100 per cent stake in
Air India and its low-cost arm, Air
India Express, the winning bid
also includes a 50 per cent stake
in ground-handling company
Air India SATS Airport Services
Private Limited (AISATS).
Tata’s special purpose vehicle
(SPV) Talace Pvt Limited
emerged as the winning bidder,
DIPAM Secretary Tuhin Kanta
Pandey said.

Centre to revive Sree Narayana Guru pilgrimage circuit

The Centre has decided to revive the Sree Narayana Guru pilgrimage circuit, also known as the Sivagiri pilgrimage,
due to Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s affinity to the teachings of the
sage, Union Minister of State for External Affairs V Muraleedharan said.
Muraleedharan said, in a release, that this is the only project that has been
revived after it was cancelled under the Swadesh Darshan scheme by the
Union Ministry of Tourism.
The minister made the announcement while handing over electric vehicles
sanctioned by the Union Tourism Ministry for the Sree Narayana Guru
Pilgrimage Circuit at Aruvippuram , the release said. He also said that steps
would be taken to sanction an additional INR 32 crore besides the INR 67
crore already allocated under the Swadesh Darshan scheme.

India to issue tourist visas
from October 15
In a bid to relax travel restrictions for
foreigners into the country the Indian
government has decided to grant fresh
tourist visas from October, the Ministry
of Home Affairs said in a statement on
October 7.
Fo r e i g n
tourists
coming into
India
on
charter flights
will be given
fresh tourists visas by the government
from 15 October, the statement said.
Foreign tourists travelling to India by
flights other than chartered aircraft
would be able to do so with effect from
15 November, it added.

Kerala Govt to slash motor vehicle tax
on tourist caravans by one- fourth
The Transport Department of kerala has agreed in-principle to
slash vehicle tax on tourist caravans to one-fourth, considering
the potential of caravan tourism in revving up tourism and
employment in Kerala.
Transport
Minister
Antony Raju agreed
in-principle to such a
proposal from Tourism
Minister P.A. Mohamed
Riyas
at
‘Keravan
Kerala’, a joint workshop
of Tourism and Transport departments, held at Bolgatty Palace,
to deliberate on the operational details of caravan tourism policy
and to sensitise Regional Transport Officers (RTOs) on its
procedural and regulatory aspects.
The government would approve the proposal shortly after going
through the formalities required, said Raju while inaugurating the
workshop. He hailed the policy announced in early September in
Kerala as a major step forward in tourism development.

Tourism Australia relaunches Aussie Specialist Program
Tourism Australia has relaunched the award-winning Aussie Specialist Program and made it easier for travel sellers
around the world to gain the skills they need to better promote and sell Australia.
The Aussie Specialist Program, which is run in conjunction with Australia’s State
and Territory Tourism Organisations, has been given a new look and feel in its 32nd
year and the new program has greater personalisation, faster qualifying times and
shorter more interactive training modules.
Tourism Australia Managing Director Phillipa Harrison said the investment comes
after many frontline travel sellers turned to the Aussie Specialist Program over the
past 18 months to learn and position themselves as champions for Australian travel
once borders re-open. “Australia remains one of the most desirable travel destinations
in the world and the Aussie Specialist Program helps to ensure we will be in the best possible position to convert travel
demand into bookings as soon as borders re-open,” Harrison said.
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